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In accordance with 37 C.F.R. §§1.56 and 1.97-1.98, Applicants herewith transmit the 
attached Form PTO-1449, including copies of the foreign patent documents which were cited 
in a European Search Report in a related European application and may be deemed material 
to the examination of the above-identified application. A copy of the European Search 
Report is enclosed for the Examiner's convenience. Copies of U.S. patents and published 
applications are omitted. 



Since the present Information Disclosure Statement is being filed prior to issuance of 
a first Office Action on the merits, no certification under 37 C.F.R. § 1.97(e) or fee under 37 
C.F.R. §1.1 7(b) is required. Also, each item disclosed was cited for the first time in a 
communication from a foreign patent office, the attached European Search Report, less than 
three months from the date of this Information Disclosure Statement. However, should any 
fees be required, the Director is hereby authorized to charge the fee to Deposit Account No. 
18-2220. 
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The Examiner is requested to consider the attached documents in connection with the 
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